Conscription The First World War

Key Points

* The First World War
started in 1914

e 3 million men volunteered
to fight for the British Army

* In 1916 the government

decided to MAKE people CAFEYISN '?“’;@ :
fight in the war Conscripted soldiers going to
France
Fact File

Three million men had volunteered to join the British army in 1914.
By 1916 the army had suffered many thousands of deaths and
injuries. The Western Front, where most of the British soldiers
fought, needed more men to defend it. The government found it
hard to find more volunteers to join the army so in 1916 a law was
passed that made people enrol for the army. This law, called
conscription, required people to join the army if their names were
selected. At first, only single men were conscripted. Later, married
men, up to the age of 50, were called up to fight in the war. Some
people objected to their conscription. Some of these men refused
to participate in military service, these men were often sent to
prison. Others refused to fight because they thought that war was
wrong but they were willing to go to France and act as stretcher-
bearers. Many of these objectors were killed doing this job.

Activities

1) How many men volunteered to join the army in 19147

2) What law did the government introduce in 19167

3) What would a man have to do if he was conscripted?

4) What did people who thought war was immoral (wrong) do
during the war?

5) Why do you think that people had stopped volunteering to
join the army by 19167

6) Imagine that you have been conscripted in 1916. Write a
letter to a friend saying how you feel about called up to the
army.

By Mr Moorhouse. Resource from www.SchoolHistory.co.uk and www.SchoolsHistory.org.uk




